
During the summer when most
high school seniors celebrate the
end of one school and the begin-
ning of another, twelve 2010 Park
City High School graduates are
preparing for the beginning of a
very different path.

These students have chosen to
pursue careers in the military
instead of attending a traditional
four-year institution.

Eight local alumni are enlisting
in four of the five branches of the
U.S. military, including the Army,
Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps
and will soon or are have already
begun their military service.

Four students have been accept-
ed to three of the nation’s top mili-
tary academies, the United States

Military Academy at West Point,
the U.S. Naval Academy and the
U.S. Air Force Academy.

One mother highlighted the risk
and pride shared by the families,
and the community.

In service to our country, these
local alumni will go on to serve
around the world.
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A history major enrolled at West
Point, Gabriel Campbell said the
decision to join the Academy was a
difficult one.

“In terms of college research, I
knew I wanted a small college,”
Campbell said. “I decided that
because of the opportunities, I real-
ly wanted to go to the Military
Academy.”

During his four years at West
Point, Campbell will study 26 core
courses as well as physical and mili-
tary programs and work toward his
degree in history. Upon graduation,
all West Point cadets are commis-
sioned as second lieutenants in the
US Army.

At graduation, Campbell wants
to join the deployable infantry divi-
sion of the army.

“My mom’s obviously a little

nervous,” he said.
Campbell left June 27 for six

weeks of basic training before the
start of the academic year.

TToo  tthhee  rreessccuuee

A friend and former teammate
of Campbell, Phillip Whiting enlist-
ed in the Air Force earlier this year,
and plans to become a pararescue-
man.

A special operations division of
the Air Force, pararescuemen
parachute into hostile areas to aid
survivors with emergency medical
treatment and support for escape
and evasion.

Whiting said this division is the
perfect fit for him.

“I want to get out there and just
do it,” Whiting said.

To join the pararescue unit,
Whiting has to complete basic
training, parachuting and scuba div-
ing schools, as well as paramedic
training.

Whiting’s mom, Vicki, said it
was difficult to understand her son’s
choice, but she realized what an
enormous service he is doing for
the country.
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Powdr Corp, the parent company of

Park City Mountain Resort, announced
Thursday PCMR vice president Jenni
Smith would succeed retiring Peter Curtis
as president and general manager of the
resort. 

Curtis had been head since 2004. Smith

joined the resort in 1980 and has worked in
a series of positions. Her most recent duties
as vice president included overseeing
resort services, retail operations, human
resources and accounting, explained resort
spokesperson Krista Parry.

Smith has also been a public face of the
resort serving on numerous boards for
community organizations and industry
associations even going before the Park
City Council to protest a planned tax
increase. 

Powdr Corp CEO John Cumming said
in a press release, “Given her tenure with
our company, there is no one better suited
to lead the Park City Mountain Resort
team into the future and continue the sig-
nificant growth it enjoyed under Peter
Curtis’s leadership.”
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The Park Silly Saturday
Market, one time only
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Jenni Smith has worked at
the resort for 30 years,
brings broad experience

Park Record.
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The Park Silly Sunday Market will take place on
Saturday this week to avoid a conflict with
Independence Day celebrations on Sunday.
Experience visual and performance art, listen to live
music and buy local organic farm produce on Main
Street from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more information,
visit www.parksillysundaymarket.com.
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Fourth is
full of
festivities
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The Sweeney family has been in long-
running discussions with The Ritz-Carlton
to build a hotel at Treasure should the
development proceed someday, a member
of the family said this week, an acknowl-
edgement that comes as City Hall and the
family prepare to widen talks that could
instead result in some sort of conservation
deal for the land.

The Sweeneys have occasionally hinted
that a name-brand hotelier was interested
in Treasure, but the family has been hesi-
tant to disclose which one. Mike Sweeney,
one of three brothers leading the Treasure
efforts, said in an interview the talks

Campgrounds in Summit County are
busy and mostly filled to capacity for the
Fourth of July of weekend. 

But West Valley City resident Judy
Pearce was not concerned about finding a
campsite as she packed for the Uintas on
Friday. She avoids the crowds by staying on
property she owns near the Mirror Lake
Highway.

“We looked for a couple years to try and
find a place within two hours of home that
had pines and/or quakies,” Pearce said. “We
love it up there.”

Her family has spent the Fourth of July
at Manor Lands for about four years.

“There are hundreds of miles of ATV
trails just outside of the Manor Lands
boundaries,” Pearce said. “Most people go
out there.”
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Treasure developers have
been talking to the high-end
company for a few years

PCMR names new chief

Sweeneys
dangle a
Ritz hotel
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Campgrounds
are mostly full
for the holiday
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Recent Park City High School graduates Eric Madsen, Tyler Arnold, Mara Rabin, Michael Fischer and Phillip
Whiting have chosen to serve in the military, either by enlisting in the armed forces or attending one of the
military academies. All told, 12 from this year’s Park City High School class are pursuing careers in the military
instead of attending a traditional college or immediately entering the work force.

NAN CHALAT-NOAKER/ PARK RECORD
KPCW volunteer deejay Bill
Edwards, known as Mr. Bill,
will be grand marshal.

ERIK DAENITZ/PARK RECORD
Davis Johnson, a member of the Park City High School band,
practices at Dozier Field last week, preparing for the band’s
return to the 4th of July parade after a 20-year absence.

4th of July noisemaker

Pancakes, concerts
and, of course,
fireworks planned

BY ZACH MURDOCK

Record intern

PCHS grads choose
the academies over
regular colleges
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In the line of service
The Fourth of July in Park

City isn’t just about barbeques
and fireworks. It’s a knock-
down, drag-out, day-long cele-
bration of community, her-
itage and, of course, inde-
pendence.

The festivities start hours
before the actual holiday with
July 3rd celebrations at local
resorts. The Utah Symphony
plays a patriotic concert at
Deer Valley’s Snow Park
Outdoor Amphitheater
Saturday at 6:30 p.m., and The
Canyons offers free live music
and fireworks in its Resort
Village starting at 7:30 p.m.

The holiday hoopla
resumes bright and early
Sunday morning with the 5K
Fun Run benefiting the Park
City Ski Team at 8 a.m. and a
community-wide pancake
breakfast at City Park from 7
until approximately 10 a.m.
Then revelers head up the hill
to stake out prime parade-
watching positions.

The parade, which is
organized by the Park City
Ambassadors, winds from the
top of Main Street to the inter-
section at 9th Street, where it
crosses over to Park Avenue
and continues to City Park.
The Utah Air National Guard
is scheduled to kick things off
with a C-130 transport aircraft
fly-over at 11 a.m.

According to Joel Fine, a
member of the Ambassadors
who helps organize Fourth
festivities, this year’s parade
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